A great big thank you to our Crosswalk women who
donated baby items and financial gifts for our April

Showers Brunch! With your help we were able to Pastor
donate $450 to Real Options and bags and bags of .
baby items for the families they serve. Bmant CUFFY
It was a beautiful morning of women sharing time Ap!’il 23, 2023

together and giving back to the community.
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WHY FOLLOWING JESUS IS NOT SAFE

"NO IDOLS"
www.crosswalkchurch.com COLOSSIANS 3:1-6




Colossians 3:1-6

Put On the New Self

If then you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that
are above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God.
Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that
are on earth. For you have died, and your life is hidden with
Christ in God. When Christ who is your life appears, then you
also will appear with him in glory.

Put to death therefore what is earthly in you: sexual
immorality, impurity, passion, evil desire, and
covetousness, which is idolatry. On account of these the

wrath of God is coming.
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Journey Notes

What is the best way to live a life of joy, purpose, and freedom? It is
to have no idols. The church should be the happiest place on earth,
happier than DisneylLand. But so many Christians daily experience
sadness, depression, darkness, and doubt. Most of this has their
root cause of idolatry. But here's the thing: when we think of idols,
we think of some wooden or molten god, sitting on a stand
somewhere or in a temple. That kind of idolatry is far removed
from a Biblically centered view of idolatry. So, what then is
idolatry? Idolatry is disordered or misplaced love. Whatever we love
more than God by allowing it to control our emotions, time,
energy, or delight has become our idol.

How do idols affect our lives?

(1) Idols distract us from fully seeking God, and joyfully living out
his and our purpose (Jonah 2:8)

(2) Idols paralyze our emotional and spiritual energies and breed
fear and insecurity (Psalm 16:4)

(3) Idolatry turns our work, wealth and power into our main
identity and diminishes our Christian witness (Exodus 20:3-6)

This week, let us search our hearts to ensure that nothing other
than the true God has control over our lives. The last idol to destroy
is usually the one we can't see. Sometimes our idols are hidden so
well, it's hard to identify.

The best way to know our idol is to ask: “What takes up my time,
energy, and focus, that only God rightly deserves?” Remember,
following Jesus is not safe. He does not tolerate idols. He is a
jealous God, who owns the rights to our love.

Praying with you,
Pastor Briant

Journey Notes

What is the best way to live a life of joy, purpose, and freedom? It is
to have no idols. The church should be the happiest place on earth,
happier than DisneylLand. But so many Christians daily experience
sadness, depression, darkness, and doubt. Most of this has their
root cause of idolatry. But here's the thing: when we think of idols,
we think of some wooden or molten god, sitting on a stand
somewhere or in a temple. That kind of idolatry is far removed
from a Biblically centered view of idolatry. So, what then is
idolatry? Idolatry is disordered or misplaced love. Whatever we love
more than God by allowing it to control our emotions, time,
energy, or delight has become our idol.

How do idols affect our lives?

(1) Idols distract us from fully seeking God, and joyfully living out
his and our purpose (Jonah 2:8)

(2) Idols paralyze our emotional and spiritual energies and breed
fear and insecurity (Psalm 16:4)

(3) Idolatry turns our work, wealth and power into our main
identity and diminishes our Christian witness (Exodus 20:3-6)

This week, let us search our hearts to ensure that nothing other
than the true God has control over our lives. The last idol to destroy
is usually the one we can’t see. Sometimes our idols are hidden so
well, it's hard to identify.

The best way to know our idol is to ask: “What takes up my time,
energy, and focus, that only God rightly deserves?” Remember,
following Jesus is not safe. He does not tolerate idols. He is a
jealous God, who owns the rights to our love.

Praying with you,
Pastor Briant



Sermon Notes Sermon Notes

(1) Followers of Jesus Look up to Jesus (V.1-4) (1) Followers of Jesus Look up to Jesus (V.1-4)

(2) Followers of Jesus put Away Earthly Idols (V.5-6) (2) Followers of Jesus put Away Earthly Idols (V.5-6)



